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final action on the request. If the Ac-
cess Appeal Committee grants your ap-
peal in part or in full, we will send the 
records to you promptly or set up an 
appointment for you to inspect them. 
If the decision is to deny your appeal in 
part or in full, the final letter will 
state the reasons for the decision, 
name the officials responsible for the 
decision, and inform you of the FOIA 
provisions for judicial review. 

§ 503.4 Time limits. 
(a) General. The FOIA sets certain 

time limits for us to decide whether to 
disclose the records you requested, and 
to decide appeals. If we fail to meet the 
deadlines, you may proceed as if we 
had denied your request or your appeal. 
Since requests may be misaddressed or 
misrouted, you should call or write to 
confirm that we have the request and 
to learn its status if you have not 
heard from us in a reasonable time. 

(b) Time allowed. (1) We will decide 
whether to release records within 20 
working days after your request 
reaches the appropriate area office that 
maintains the records you are request-
ing. When we decide to release records, 
we will actually provide the records at 
that time, or as soon as possible after 
that decision, or let you inspect them 
as soon as possible thereafter. 

(2) We will decide an appeal within 20 
working days after the appeal reaches 
the appropriate reviewing official. 

(3)(i) The FOIA Officer or appeal offi-
cial may extend the time limits in un-
usual circumstances for initial re-
quests or appeals, up to 10 working 
days. We will notify you in writing of 
any extensions. ‘‘Unusual cir-
cumstances’’ include situations where 
we: Search for and collect records from 
field facilities, records centers or loca-
tions other than the office processing 
the records; search for, collect, or ex-
amine a great many records in re-
sponse to a single request; consult with 
another office or department that has 
substantial interest in the determina-
tion of the request; and/or conduct ne-
gotiations with submitters and re-
questers of information to determine 
the nature and extent of non- 
disclosable proprietary materials. 

(ii) If an extra ten days still does not 
provide sufficient time for the Agency 

to deal with your request, we will in-
form you that the request cannot be 
processed within the statutory time 
limit and provide you with the oppor-
tunity to limit the scope of your re-
quest and/or arrange with us a nego-
tiated deadline for processing your re-
quest. 

(iii) If you refuse to reasonably limit 
the scope of your request or refuse to 
agree upon a time frame, the Agency 
will process your case, as it would 
have, had no modification been sought. 
We will make a diligent, good faith ef-
fort to complete our review within the 
statutory time frame. 

§ 503.5 Records available for public in-
spection. 

(a) To the extent that they exist, we 
will make the following records of gen-
eral interest available for you in paper 
form or electronically for inspection or 
copying: 

(1) Orders and final opinions, includ-
ing concurring and dissenting opinions 
in adjudications. (See §503.8(e) of this 
part for availability of internal memo-
randa, including attorney opinions and 
advice.) 

(2) Statements of policy and interpre-
tations that we have adopted but which 
have not been published in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER. 

(3) Administrative staff manuals and 
instructions to staff that affect the 
public. (We will not make available, 
however, manuals or instructions that 
reveal investigative or audit proce-
dures as described in §503.8(b) and (g) of 
this part.) 

(4) In addition to such records as 
those described in this paragraph (a), 
we will make available to any person a 
copy of all other Agency records, in the 
format requested, if available, unless 
we determine that such records should 
be withheld from disclosure under sub-
section (b) of the Act and §§ 503.8 and 
503.9 of this part. 

(b) Before releasing these records, 
however, we may delete the names of 
people, or information that would iden-
tify them, if release would invade their 
personal privacy to a clearly unwar-
ranted degree (See § 503.8(f)). 

(c) The Agency’s FOIA Guide and 
Index is available electronically via 
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